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Alternative Candidates
The Candidates completing the Northwest Missouri State University teacher preparation programs use the Missouri Content Assessments as licensure exams and the Missouri Pre-Service Teacher Assessment as their final performance assessment.  The average passage rate during the 2014-2015 academic year of alternative certification students completing the Missouri Content Assessments was 94%.  
The Missouri Pre-Service Teacher Assessment (MoPTA) is a performance assessment completed by traditional and alternative track candidates as a culminating assessment.  Alternative candidates complete the MoPTA during the second year of the program.  The MoPTA is comprised of four tasks.  The items assessed in the MoPTA are listed here:
	MoPTA Rubric Items

	Task 1 Step 1: Knowledge of Students

	Task 1 Step 2: Resources and Procedures

	Task 2 Step 1: Planning the Assessment

	Task 2 Step 2: Administering the Assessment and Analyzing the Data

	Task 2 Step 3: Reflecting

	Task 3 Step 1: Planning the Lesson

	Task 3 Step 2: The Focus Students

	Task 3 Step 3: Analyzing the Lesson

	Task 3 Step 4: Reflecting

	Task 4 Step 1: Planning the Sequence of Lessons within the Unit

	Task 4 Step 2: Implementing the Sequence of Lessons within the Unit

	Task 4 Step 3: Analyzing the Sequence of Lessons within the Unit

	Task 4 Step 4: Reflecting on the Sequence of Lessons within the Unit



All items are scored on a scale of 1-4.  Links to full instructions and rubrics are listed here:  http://www.mega.ets.org/test-takers/mopta/build-submit-tasks/requirements/
Candidates must complete the MoPTA while receiving a minimum of “1” on each rubric item in order to pass.  Below are results from the 2014-2015 academic year of the MoPTA for both traditional and alternative candidates.  These MoPTA were scored by university supervisors and faculty members.  Each MoPTA was scored twice and the scores were averaged to determine if the candidate passed or failed.  
Alternative MoPTA Results, Fall 2014, Spring 2015 and Summer 2015

	Alternative MoPTA Data Average
	Fall 14 (n=0)
	Spring 15
(n=4)
	Summer 15
(n=1)

	Step 1: Knowledge of Students (textboxes 1.1.1 and 1.1.2)
	
	3.88
	3.00

	Step 2: Resources and Procedures (textboxes 1.2.1. 1.2.2, 1.2.3, and 1.2.4)
	
	3.75
	3.50

	Task 1
	
	3.81
	3.25

	Step 1: Planning the Assessment (textboxes 2.1.1, 2.1.2, and 2.1.3)
	
	3.75
	3.00

	Step 2: Administering the Assessment and Analyzing the Data (textboxes 2.2.1, 2.2.2, and 2.2.3)
	
	3.75
	3.00

	Step 3: Reflecting (textboxes 2.3.1 and 2.3.2) Score
	
	3.75
	3.00

	Task 2
	
	3.75
	3.00

	Step 1: Planning the Lesson (textboxes 3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.3, and 3.1.4)
	
	3.63
	3.00

	Step 2: The Focus Students (textboxes 3.2.1 and 3.2.2)
	
	3.75
	3.50

	Step 3: Analyzing the Lesson (textboxes 3.3.1 and 3.3.2)
	
	3.50
	3.00

	Step 4: Reflecting (textboxes 3.4.1 and 3.4.2)
	
	3.50
	3.00

	Task 3
	
	3.59
	3.13

	Step 1: Planning (textboxes 4.1.1, 4.1.2, and 4.1.3)
	
	3.50
	3.50

	Step 2: Implementing the Plan (textboxes 4.2.1, 4.2.2, and 4.2.3)
	
	3.38
	3.00

	Step 3: Student Work (textbox 4.3.1)
	
	3.63
	3.50

	Step 4: Reflecting (textbox 4.4.1)
	
	3.50
	3.50

	Task 4
	
	3.50
	3.38



