Antioch University New England’s Teacher Preparation Programs
· Small cohorts are often the norm in our teacher certification programs.  The intensive cohort model allows for exemplary student / faculty contact and a high level of experiential learning.
· Our Middle Level Science (grades 5-9) and Life Sciences (grades 7-12) students are under-reported on our Praxis results because the cohorts are often fewer than ten students.  But they generally do as well (our three year average is 100%) as our larger cohort of Elementary Education and Waldorf Teacher Education (pursuing New Hampshire State certification) students who take the Praxis.  
Highlights and changes in progress to improve our teacher education program are continuing as they were last year.
Develop a Math Teaching Concentration:  Faculty have received approval to add a math teaching concentration for students in the program with an interest in serving as math specialists in schools.   
Develop a Teaching Exceptional Children concentration:  The development of a teaching exceptional children certification program in the Education Department could serve to train a new generation of Special Education teachers with their roots in our foundational progressive education.  
Expand the Early Childhood Concentration: Currently a small number of students seek early childhood certification each year.  We are currently working to increase the diversity of course offerings in Early Childhood.
Initiate an Island Teacher Training Concentration: A number of graduates have taught in island schools, especially off the coast of Maine.   Faculty in the Education Department are exploring a collaboration with the Island Institute in Rockland, ME to create a program that would train teachers to work in island (and other rurally isolated) schools.  A number of island schools face significant retirements in the next five years and principals have expressed an interest in teacher candidates specifically trained for the social isolation and multi-age teaching requirements of island teachers. 
In our Science Teacher Certification concentration, we now have two official lab schools at Brattleboro Area Middle School / Brattleboro Union High School and the Compass School. Students participate in the Brattleboro schools during their first semester and then the Compass School during their final semester just before Student Teaching.   The next five years will focus our attention on at least these initiatives: 
· more training in instructional delivery, 
· teaching literacy through integrating methods of teaching reading, writing, and study skills,
· integrating readings and exercises regarding multicultural education into all science certification courses, 
· creating a system, support, and expectations for the development of electronic student professional portfolios, and 
· preparing new teachers for the affective dimensions of their work, particularly when it comes to working with unmotivated students.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As ever, we are most proud of our graduates.   They are making a huge impact on the lives of children here in New Hampshire, regionally, nationally, and internationally.
