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Of the six graduate teacher education programs on the Manchester, Concord, and Portsmouth campuses of Franklin Pierce University, three programs had less than ten completers for 2011-2012).  

1. Secondary Social Studies (5-12): 2 completers
2. Secondary English (5-12): 4 completers
3. Secondary Life Sciences (7-12): 1 completer
4. General Special Education with EBD (K-12): 7 completers
5. General Special Education with LD (K-12: 6 completers
6. Elementary Education (K-8): 11 completers
 

The GTEP has a new look! As a mostly online program, we realize that quality teachers do not learn how to become educators by sitting at a computer. Therefore, our programs model a theory to practice view where students learn foundational knowledge at the onset of a course and scaffold this knowledge into field experiences. The field experiences provide opportunities to meet state teaching certification standards within a classroom environment with a host teacher as a mentor. 

A new look at how assessment is implemented has taken hold and we support the reflective teacher throughout our programs as teacher candidates complete assignments and reflect on how their experiences in courses have helped them in meeting their required teaching standards. Teacher candidates complete an e-portfolio that demonstrates their competencies in the standards.

Further, we support a strong undergraduate program when working on their M.Ed. in social studies, English or Life Sciences. Students are required to meet these undergraduate content areas prior to their third term with the GTEP so that they have a strong knowledge to base course work and practice in their programs, should they have missing content area courses. Students are also required to take the PRAXIS I prior to their third term in the program and the GTEP feels that along with a strong undergraduate program and expectations to meet unmet courses that this will enhance the possibility for higher scores on the PRAXIS I and decrease the need to repeat the test. Teacher candidates who are required to take the PRAXIS II are now required to take them prior to student teaching to make sure that they have the knowledge and abilities to be a more effective teacher in the classroom.

For continued program improvement, the GTEP meets with students a minimum of three times a year for reflection on their progress and to set goals for successful completion of their programs. This allows us to evaluate how effective the process and programs are for the student. Surveys are sent to all graduates to keep abreast of their accomplishments, as well as to gain feedback of other courses we could offer at the GTEP.



