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This is a summary of ongoing initiatives and projects:
Grants
Keene State College (KSC) was an institution of higher education partner in the Rural School Educator Effectiveness Collaborative (RSEEC) funded through NHDOE Title II-A State Education Agency for Higher Education. In the last grant year we offered over 40 workshops and embedded coaching sessions in the areas of integrated technology, differentiated science instruction, and inquiry science.  We developed a statewide Teaching Science website, http://teachingscience.keenecommons.net/home, to support a growing online NH community of science educators.  We also supported the development of an inquiry science demonstration site at the Winchester School.
Monadnock Center for Successful Transitions at KSC, under a subcontract with Monadnock Development Services’ Medicaid Infrastructure Grant funds (CFDA 93.768) developed curriculum resources and provided technical assistance in the areas of career development and transition for youth with disabilities. In the last year of this five year grant we developed or enhanced three websites to support successful transition for all youth:  (1) Transition and Career Development Resources at Keene State College, http://transitions.keenecommons.net/; (2) Habits of Work (employment skills curriculum): http://habitsofwork.keenecommons.net/; and (3) a resource site for Extended Learning Opportunities: http://beyondclassroom.org/. 
The Education department completed our final year of the NH Responds, NH Department of Education grant, focused on preservice teacher education.  In it, we demonstrated how we have been increasing teacher education candidate awareness of RTI (Response to Intervention) in many program areas. Candidates learn how it is utilized in individual classrooms, buildings, and districts, and its effectiveness as a means to provide differentiated instruction in the classroom. 
Southwestern NH Education Support Center @ Keene State College
The Southwestern NH Educational Support Center at KSC (SWnhESC@KSC) is the teacher professional development division at KSC supporting educators in the Southwest region of NH and statewide. The Center provided a range of professional development opportunities including but not limited to customized graduate courses, individual workshops, summer training institutes, embedded coaching, and needs assessments implementation and development.  In FY 2012, over 1100 educators engaged in professional development provided by the Center.  
2012 NH Statewide Educator Conference
In the summer of 2012, KSC co-sponsored the NH Statewide Educator Conference, The Changing World of Teaching and Learning, with the NH Department of Education.  Over 400 educators from across the state participated in forums about the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and college and career readiness.  


New Hampshire Institutions of Higher Education Networking Group
KSC is a member of the NH Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) Networking Group where we work collegially with other IHE representatives to influence policy makers and engage practitioners to promote innovative programs and policies that link initial educator preparation, new educator induction, and ongoing professional development in New Hampshire.   We have discussed various aspects of teacher evaluation and assessment systems and completed a position paper submitted to the NH Department of Education Commissioner.

Marlborough School Pilot Project
Based on ideas developed by the Dean of Professional and Graduate Studies and the Principal of Marlborough School, the Elementary Education program is in the third semester of this pilot project that focuses on early immersion experiences for elementary education majors who want to have a special education focus in their program, coupled with embedded professional development for Marlborough School teachers.  A cohort of students began the pilot in Fall 2011.  

School-College Collaboration Guidelines
Keene State College Educator Preparation Programs have a long history of collaboration with schools in the southwestern region of New Hampshire.  These connections provide the cornerstone for the ongoing development of educator talent in the state.  We acknowledge that school-college collaborations involve various levels of engagement and honor the unique learning environment and culture found in schools across the region.  In some cases, a school and the college may choose to formally enter into a partnership where extended opportunities for two-way engagement are designed.  In other cases, a school may provide placements, participate in professional development opportunities, and collaborate with the college in less formal ways.  In order to provide clarity to school-college collaboration development and allow for Keene State College and schools to understand the components of an association with a school, we are in the process of developing guidelines that assume no hierarchy and value our relationships with all schools in the region.  Our goal is to develop a variety of mutually beneficial relationships between educator preparation programs at Keene State College and P-12 schools that lead to improved educator effectiveness and ensure the success of all children.

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
In May 2010 Dr. Giles-Gee, President of Keene State College, was informed of the Unit Accreditation Board’s decision to continue the accreditation of the School of Professional and Graduate Studies at Keene State College at the initial teacher preparation and advanced preparation levels.  This accreditation decision indicates that the unit and its programs meet rigorous standards set forth by the professional education community.  Of special note is the Unit Accreditation Board cited no areas for improvement relative to any of the standards.

During the accreditation process the following programs were nationally recognized by their respective Specialized Professional Association (SPA):  Biology, Chemistry, Early Childhood Education, Earth Science, Elementary Education, General Science, Middle School Mathematics, Modern Languages, Physical Education, Physical Science, Secondary Mathematics, Social Studies, Special Education (post-baccalaureate), and Special Education (undergraduate).

New Hampshire State Board of Education Approval of Keene State College’s Professional Educator Programs
In May 2011 Dr. Giles-Gee, President of Keene State College, received formal confirmation of the official action taken by the New Hampshire State Board of Education regarding approval of Keene State College’s professional educator preparation programs.  The following programs were granted five-year full approval until August 31, 2016:  Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education (K-8), English Language Arts for Grades 5-12, Special Education Programs (undergraduate), Special Education Programs (graduate), Modern Languages (French) Education, Modern Languages (Spanish) Education, Mathematics for Grades 5-8, Secondary Mathematics for Grades 7-12, Music Education, Physical Education, Middle Level Science for Grades 5-9, Earth Space Science for Grades 7-12, Life Sciences for grades 7-12, Chemistry for Grades 7-12, Physics for Grades 7-12, Social Studies for Grades 5-12, Dance Education, School Counselor, and School Principal.  During the approval process, Keene State College worked with the New Hampshire Department of Education (in particular, the Council for Teacher Education) to pilot a process which allowed programs that were nationally recognized by a national accreditation body to provide a crosswalk between national and state standards and describe how these standards were assessed.   







