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The subject of art is a gateway for schools transitioning to Common Core Standards based upon P21 framework definitions and is rightfully listed as a core academic subject under No Child Left Behind Act of 2002, Title IX General Provisions, Part A Definitions, Sec 9101 Definitions (11):

Core Academic Subjects – The term ‘core academic subjects’ means English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, government, economics, arts, history, and geography.

Education Preparation programs are charged with imparting beginning educators who can nurture every American school-aged child to be sleuth information seekers, savvy users of technology, creative and innovative problem solvers, critical thinkers, and effective communicators. These critically important skills are not easy pedagogical practices to develop in our future educators.  
The Art Educator Preparation Program at the New Hampshire Institute of Art is grateful for this challenge and celebrates it because these skills have always been the heart and soul of quality art education.  Our program completers understand that there will always be more than one correct answer. This is evident through their professional portfolios consisting of:  Teaching Philosophy; Resume; Artist statement & personal visual archive; K – 12 lesson plans; instruction, and assessment. 

Overview


The New Hampshire Institute of Art is proud to offer a post-baccalaureate K – 12 Art Educator Preparation Program that has been approved by the State of New Hampshire’s Department of Education. The Art Educator preparation program’s mission is to prepare art educators as collaborators in professionalism, pedagogy, and content knowledge.





Becoming a Candidate


BFA students apply and are enrolled into the program as early as their sophomore year. All candidates must take and pass the Praxis I and Praxis II exams. Candidacy is maintained by earning a minimum 2.7 GPA, demonstrate expertise in one concentration area, demonstrate competencies in printmaking, drawing, painting, photography, digital imaging and ceramics, as well as provide favorable annual faculty recommendations while enrolled in the program.





Early Fieldwork


Candidates complete art educator professional courses prior to their culminating placements. Early fieldwork takes place in all art educator preparation courses totaling 110 hours of on site training all of which are assessed by the candidates’ cooperating teachers.





Culminating Fieldwork


Candidates must apply for acceptance into their fifth year. Accepted students complete a graduate level course in K – 12 Curriculum and Assessment prior to their field placements. All candidates must complete culminating fieldwork in both elementary and secondary placements in order to receive recommendation for certification to the 














 


State.  Culminating students receive a minimum of eight visits and evaluations by their supervisor. Cooperating teachers and candidates complete the same evaluations as a member of the triad. 





Fieldwork evaluations are designed to assess the four benchmarks of the program: collaboration, professionalism, content knowledge, and pedagogy. Evaluations are sequential, identifying clear objectives for the candidate between evaluations, and track the growth of, cooperating teacher as well as the candidate.





Content Knowledge


This national and state accredited program is unique from other art educator certification programs in the New England area. The Institute believes trained artists make better art educators. Developing oneself as an artist plays an imperative role when developing curriculum, writing lesson plans, and establishing a creative, safe and constructive classroom atmosphere. Students enrolled in the program will graduate with a Bachelor of Fine Arts specializing in one concentration area of their choice and will complete extensive art education courses and fieldwork during a fifth year. Art Educator candidates are required to complete studio courses in all concentrations with competencies being assessed throughout the year.  The Art Educator Preparation Program at the New Hampshire Institute of Art was designed and currently operates as a joint effort between all concentrations, liberal arts, and art education. The Institute believes this design will make future educators more confident, versatile, and competent in working with a variety of media. 











